
Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Planning and Zoning 
· The Planning Commission meets the last Monday of each month at 

6:00 p.m. and has one opening.  This position is appointed by Council 
to a three year term. 

 
Park Board 
· The Park Board meets the third Tuesday in January, April, July, and 

October at 7:00 a.m. and is in need of both adult and youth members.  
Youth members must be between the age of 14-18.  Positions are ap-
pointed by Council to four year terms for adult members and one year 
terms for youth members. 

 
If you would like to serve on either one of these committees, please pick 
up an application at City Hall or go to the City’s website 
www.eaglelakemn.com under Boards/Commissions. If you have any 
questions in regards to these position, please contact Sack Thongvanh at 
City Hall, (507)257-3218.  

Eagle Lake Volunteer� �

Eagle Lake Directory 
Mayor 
Tim Auringer 
Council Members 
Aaron Hager 
Scot Quist 
John Ries 
Tina Marie 

Administration  
507-257-3218 
City Administrator 
Sack Thongvanh 
Deputy Clerk 
Kerry Rausch 
Administrative Clerk 
Kelly Ready 
 

Public Works  
507-257-3424 
Director-Rick Reinbold 
Police 507-257-3110 
Chief-Phil Wills 
Fire 507-257-3218 
Chief-Tim Rock 

Holiday Closings 
City Hall will be closed on the  
following dates: 
November 11th-Veterans Day 
November 26th and 27th-Thanksgiving 
 
City Council Minutes 
Minutes are available online at 
www.eaglelakemn.com ���
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Fall 2009 

Newsletter 

Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Drop Box Location 
East side of the City Hall building. 
 
Website 
www.eaglelakemn.com 
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Mayor’s Message 
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Community Involvement 

 
 
In past messages, I have talked a lot about community involvement.  I think that each citizen is required to be involved in 
some way in their community.  That’s what it takes to be a good citizen. 
 
We have recently seen an increase in citizen involvement in Eagle Lake, so there is a lot to celebrate.  But often it seems 
that civic involvement comes about only on contentious issues.  The latest being the proposed sidewalks for the Safe 
Routes to Schools grant.  Ultimately, the City of Eagle Lake declined a grant of approximately $160,000.  I think it is a 
mistake. 
 
But, as an elected official, I know that the decisions of our City Council will not always reflect my personal views.  Nor 
will all of our citizens be happy with each decision that is made.  The City Council is an elected representation of the 
people of Eagle Lake and is always trying to do the best for the city as a whole. 
 
One phrase has come to my attention since the council’s decision that got me thinking.  “Safety First.”  This is a motto 
that we are all familiar with.  Many businesses continually monitor their safety records and constantly strive for an envi-
ronment with zero accidents.  A city should also be aware of this motto.  I think we do well at providing a safe commu-
nity for all of our citizens, and we welcome public comment regarding safety issues that may come to light. 
 
I hope we never have accidents with injuries in the city.  But they will happen.  I hope that we all continue to monitor our 
neighborhoods and speak out if there are areas that can be improved.  We are growing in population and will see contin-
ued growth in the future.  As we do, we will all need to be mindful of safety issues.  Our volunteer fire fighters are will-
ing to make sacrifices in their lives for the safety of all.  Our police officers are out to protect and serve.  They try to keep 
us safe.  Other City Staff works to maintain our roads and parks in a safe condition. 
 
As you think about the City issues, I hope that we all can come together to make this city the best that it can be.  I hope 
that citizen involvement will continue, not only with issues that we disagree with, but also with ideas and commitment to 
contributing to the good of all.  I’d like to see us have a city plan for the future.  We need to discuss what we want the 
city to become and how to make it a reality. 
 
What should be our goals?  What things are important to us?  The Council will be discussing our upcoming budget and 
will be trying to plan for 2010.  You can help by contacting a Council Member and let us know what you think our City 
goals should be.  You don’t have to have a formal plan prepared and all of the variables accounted for.  We can work on 
the details together.  We’ll be waiting to hear from you. 
 
Tim Auringer 
Mayor 
mayor@eaglelakemn.com 
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City Administrator’s Desk 

The City of Eagle Lake Staff and City Council has diligently prepared and set a Preliminary Tax levy and 2010 City 
Budget.  The Preliminary Property Tax Levy is 9.7% or $508, 923.  The City Council adopted the Preliminary Tax Levy 
and 2010 City Budget at the September 14, 2009 City Council meeting.  The City Council will be adopting the Final Prop-
erty Tax Levy in December.  At that time, the Council can reduce the property tax levy, but cannot raise the property tax 
levy.  Shown below, you will find levy history and the percent increase from the prior year.  

 
 
The City of Eagle Lake has not been  sheltered from the economic downturn with lower than expected building permit 
revenues, higher delinquency on property tax and utility collections,  higher cost of services and goods, and a loss of 
$32,977 in 2009 and another $76,090 in 2010 from Local Government Aid (LGA).  The City has been diligently reducing 
costs with an emphasis on maintaining quality services.  The City has cut overtime, modified police coverage, minimized 
contract services, and paid off certain debt services.   
The City of Eagle Lake prides itself on reducing costs and maximizing efficiency.  If you have any suggestions or ques-
tions, please feel free to contact me at City Hall at (507) 257-3218 or email at cityadmin@eaglelakemn.com.   
 
Your City Administrator, 
Sack Thongvanh 

Year Levy History % Increase 

2006    $333,088.00 2.58% 

2007    $364,586.00 9.46% 

2008   $ 421,816.00 15.70% 

2009    $463,998.00 10.00% 

2010 Proposed    $508,923.00 9.7% 

Community Volunteers 
FALL COLOR ATTRACTION! 
Our two Rain Water Gardens located in Lake Eagle Park were planted in 2005 after the City Pond was dredged of nutrient 
and sediment build-up.  The beautiful fountains were then added.  By collecting rainwater, the garden's native plants long 
roots help filter pollution and recharge ground water, protecting our streams, rivers and lakes.  In addition they attract bene-
ficial insects, butterflies and birds looking for food.  Over 2,000 plants cover the 7,000 sq. ft. of Rain Gardens. Autumn 
brings the yellow-golds and purples to life with Rudbekia (Black-eyed Susan), Heleniums and New England Asters in the 
South Rain Garden.  In the North Rain Garden Rattlesnake Master is on a Minn. special concern list.  Indian Grass attracts 
finches and sparrows all winter long.  If you would like to learn more, please call Judy @ 257-3927.  
     Indian Grass  Rattlesnake Master          Rudbekia (Black-eyed Susan)           Helenium  

 

 

Rain Water Gardens 



Halloween is on  Saturday , October 31st. 
Halloween Safety Tips:   
Kids Carry flashlight— 
Walk, Don’t Run— 
Stay on sidewalks. If no sidewalk, walk on left side of road facing traffic— 
Make sure costumes don’t drag on ground— 
Avoid wearing masks— 
Wear clothing with reflective markings/tape— 
Eat dinner before going out— 
Parent should accompany young children. Homeowners make sure yard is clear of obstacles. Keep pets safe so they do not escape. 

Leaf Vacuuming: The annual leaf vacuuming will take place this fall. Public Works will divide the city streets into two 
sections. PLEASE DO NOT RAKE YOUR LEAVES INTO THE STREET UNTIL NOTIFIED. We will be sending a 
separate flyer later in the fall. 
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Police Department 

Public Works 
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Kids and Cops Fishing, Tator Days July 17, 2009 
The Eagle Lake Police Department had their eighth annual Kids and Cops Fishing Day at Eagle Lake City Park. During the chilly 
July night, 79 children attended the event with fishing poles in hand. A lot of sunfish and crappies were caught, even a turtle!  
We would like to "THANK YOU" as sponsors for your support for this program. Without your support this would not have been 
possible. 
~Chief of Police, Phil Wills  

Water Main Flushing: Water mains will be flushed October 6th and 7th. When the mains are being flushed and shortly 
thereafter, the water may become cloudy and rusty for a time as sediment is disturbed. Washing clothes is not recom-
mended at this time. You may also notice a reduction in water pressure while the lines are being flushed. 

Officer; Joe Roeker and Matt Smith; 1008 Timberidge Trail 



 

Attention Eagle Lake  
Residents… 

  
Fire Department Annual  

Open House 
Sunday, October 4th 
1:00 p.m. –3:00 p.m. 

Join the Fire Department for their 
Annual Open House. 

Fire Department 
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City Reminders and Updates 

Chief: Tim Rock 
Asst Chief: Jeff Smith 
Asst Chief: Alan Kleist 
Captain: Darryl Metzler 
Captain: Galen Mastin 
Training Officer: 
Dan Ruschmeyer 
Asst: Vern Simpson 
Medical Officer: Terry Olson 
20 Volunteers 
5 open volunteer positions 

Fire Dept Directory 

Utility Payments Due Date  
As stated in the City Code all Utility Payments are due on or before the 25th of each month. If the 25th falls on a weekend or a holi-
day it is due the business day before the due date.  For example: May 25th is a holiday and the due date.  To avoid a late fee the pay-
ment must be in our office by 4:30 p.m. on  Friday, May 22nd. 

Elections 
With space available in the new City Hall future Primary and General Elections will be held in the Council Chambers, 705 Parkway. 

Email Notification 
To sign up for time critical issues such as snow emergencies, watering bans, quarterly newsletters, or other important City informa-
tion please go to our website www.eaglelakemn.com. City News to enter your name and email address. 

Remote Water Meters 
Remote water meters will enable the meters to be read via a remote and homeowners will no longer have to read the water meter.  
Most of the meters that have been replaced were 25 to 30 years old. These older meters will decrease in accuracy over time. You 
may notice an increase in water billed. You may be using the same amount of water, but it was not being registered accurately by 
your old meter. 
The new system gives us the ability to check any problems with your water usage, such as potential leaks in your home and the me-
ter being tampered with. This is an excellent tool for us now and in the future. Again, thank you for your cooperation. 

Reading your Water Meter(s) 
Reading your water meter(s) can be at times a bit confusing and sometimes difficult. The example below can help you understand 
what we at the City need to help ensure you are billed correctly for your water and sewer usage. Please continue to read the water 
meter(s) in your basement. DO NOT READ THE METER THAT IS OUTSIDE! 
Read all of the digits.  0 0 3 9 7 8 Example 
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City Hall and Police Department 



City Hall and Police Department 
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City of Eagle Lake 
705 Parkway Avenue 
P.O. Box  159 
Eagle Lake, MN 56024 

 

City Hall Photos Inside!! 

Important City News!! 


